
Learning activities and materials for second 
language learners have traditionally been 
prepared manually by a teacher, textbook 
author or curriculum planner, then reproduced 
en masse. The problem with this model is that 
the same static materials have to serve many 
people, and do not address the unique needs of 
individual learners. Furthermore, this traditional 
model is extremely resource-intensive, which 
makes updating learning materials costly and 
virtually impossible to accomplish in a timely 
manner.

Voxy is the first and only language learning 
platform to address this issue by building a tool 

“We are thrilled to have patented our unique 
approach to materials creation,” said Katie 
Nielson, Voxy’s Chief Education Officer. “By 
combining our efficient, customized keyword 
extraction process with the review of expert 
humans, we can offer learners truly innovative, 
adaptive and personalized learning experiences.”

Voxy’s pedagogical approach to English language 
learning is based on decades of empirically-
tested academic research, including data that 
show that language learners are more likely to 
succeed when they learn from materials that are 
relevant to their goals and personal interests, 
and aligned to their current proficiency levels.

New York, NY — December 22, 2015 —  Voxy, the only online language solution 
to offer a fully personalized and adaptive English course based exclusively on 
real-world content, is proud to announce that it has received a patent for its 
innovative method of identifying the most appropriate keywords in a text-based 
resource for second language learning. For more information about how Voxy is 
changing the way the world learns English, please visit www.voxy.com.

VOXY PATENTS INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO SECOND 
LANGUAGE LEARNING

http://www.voxy.com


About Voxy : 

Voxy is a leading web and mobile-based English learning platform that provides personalized language 

instruction to major educational institutions, corporations and governments in North and South America, 

Europe and Asia. Voxy’s proven approach draws on more than 30 years of academic research on second 

language acquisition. Every online course combines adaptive learning technology and authentic, real-world 

content to support learners’ unique needs in real time. Voxy launched in 2010 as one of the most disruptive 

technology startups of the year, and has since been used by millions of learners around the world. It has been 

recognized for its innovative approach by major media outlets including the New York Times, Forbes, CNN, Veja 

and Fast Company, and is backed by leading education and technology investors including Rethink Education, 

ff Venture, Contour Venture Partners and Pearson PLC. Voxy is headquartered in New York City and has an office 

in São Paulo. To learn more, visit voxy.com or email press@voxy.com.
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Voxy’s method includes a particular focus on 
words that are most relevant to non-native 
English speakers, and collocations—common 
phrases or word pairings—that research has 
shown are important for understanding English. 
Once these keywords and collocations are 
identified using text summarization and natural 
language processing algorithms, the output of 
the algorithms is checked and approved by our 
curriculum development team and Voxy creates 
learning activities that support the specific needs 
of ESL students. Voxy is also the only platform 
with a proprietary algorithm that considers the 
difficulty level and subject of each resource along 
with other data points, which enables Voxy to 
deliver learning materials that dynamically adapt 
to a learner’s specific needs in real time. When 
learners study with relevant materials tailored to 
their personal needs and unique challenges as 
a second language learner, they are much more 
likely to see real-world results.

that allows curriculum developers to quickly 
transform authentic English-language materials 
into effective learning objects by automatizing 
the identification of the keywords that will allow 
a learner to better understand the meaning of 
a text. While keyword extraction is not a new 
technique, earlier approaches have been known 
to disregard certain words that may actually be 
very useful for a second language learner. 

This approach is extremely beneficial for creating 
custom content for institutional partners, since 
it allows for more efficient creation of learning 
materials. For example, Voxy can take a business’s 
proprietary English-language content—such as 
employee training manuals or annual reports—
and turn it into language learning materials for 
non-native English speakers. It also allows Voxy 
to continuously update its content library, which 
means learners are always studying with up-to-
date resources.
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